
	
	

Conditions easily confused with Syncope 
 
Epilepsy vs Syncope 

 
 
Metabolic Disorders (hypoglycaemia, hypoxia, hypercarbia, intoxication etc.): 
Prolonged LOC OR consciousness is impaired not lost. Normally requires treatment to 
reverse. 
 
 

Falls without TLOC: No unresponsiveness or amnesia 
 

Intracranial Bleeds: Consciousness may be progressively reduced, with headache and 
often neurological signs 
 

Vertebrobasilar TIA: Always focal neurological signs and symptoms. TLOC is not 
common , if patient has TLOC it is often prolonged. 
 

Carotid TIA: No TLOC and pronounced focal signs & symps. 
 

Subclavian Steal: Associated with focal neurological signs 
 

Psychogenic pseudosyncope (PPS): Duration of apparent LOC lasting many minutes 
to hours; high frequency, up to several times a day. 
 

Cataplexy: Fall with flaccid paralysis and non-responsive, yet no amnesia 
 
 

	


